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WORK#NS WITH YOUTH - a conference and evaluation 


youth workers fram four denominations and seven student 
3 «me or three days this month under the auspices of 
Peartment of Youth, adult leaders with responsibility for 
lism of young people in high schools, colleges and business 
over the nation shared in worship, recreation and study. 
on oF some of the main Meher of Japanese young peor 


Schools are troubled by the practice in some 
enforced church attendance and even in some 
sure: on. students to become ae ere anes may have an 


come ‘to a church once they are on their own again. Another 
ty is that students are under such great pressure to prepare 
lighly competitive cOllege entrance examinations that they 
e for church and other ex&wa-curricula activities. 


students of the highest caliber are often not attract- 
Stianity because of the aparent lack of social concern on 
f the churches. On the other hand, the highly idealistic 
ith have a tendency to lose their interest in ee 
find no corresponding idealism among the political leader 

greatest problem for this group is that of se curing 3 
hese dependant years, The youth workers asked if the 
ot take more of a responsible share in supporting 

the ecugaee on of ar et Lae youth. | 


: of the points, the workers felt the need to present an inte- 
ated message of the Gospel which would both touch the students in 
eir immediate needs and problems and point them beyond. This need 
or a eka in turn pointed up the need for a = args among 


listic program. 

oa 

y Youth in Business were painfully aware of the difficulty of 
Pliving = as a Christian in the non-Christian secular culture of Japan. 
Shop ee can! 't get off to go. to church on Sunday ; cia workers 
‘supervi sors, In “oth labor unions and office contacts, the temp- 
ation is for Christians to draw together in exclusive fellowship 
rouvs insteea of penetrating and permeating their difficult environ- 


; in planning for the next year of work, Internaticnal and High 
School Work Camps, the National Christian Youth Week (May 22-29), 
-and an Internati onal Youth Worker's Conference (next summer) were 

» discussed. The details will be worked out by the new Committee 
which will be appointed in April. 


Rev. Takeo Katsube, chairman of the NCC Dept. of Youth, said 
that while this conference revealed the caliber of Christian youth 
nd indicated that the potential field for evangelism among youth 

as both broad and deep, the Christians who are available as workers 
"with youth are both too few and too poorly prepared. We as adult 
leaders and workers with youth must rethink our plans and strategies, 
‘In any case, he said, the real Leader is always Christ and human 
~leaders can be no more nor less than fingers pointing toward Him. 


N C.C. ANNUAL MEETING - new representatives 


_ The new AVACO Center (see JCAN 1/15/55, p.4) will be the lo- 
ation of the 8th annual meeting of the National Christian Council 
f Japan March 22-24. As this is the year of appointment or re- 
pointment of representatives from member organizations to the 
Ouncil, a new Executive Committee will be elected by the one-hundred 
mbers. 

‘Two of the mainsmatters of concern wiil be the report on The 


entenary Movement of Christian Work in Japan (1959), and setting 
1e budget for the comming year's work of the N.C.C. 
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kes EVANGELISTIC MISSION - emphasis on lay evangelism 


30° Beerser’ lay oe pene on February 4, preaching 
2,400 people (mostly church members ) Dr. Jones sppealed for 
Bactive péerticipation by lay Christians in the evangelistic 


‘in America has increased 10% but the interest in Christi- 
y in Japan has declined, he suggested that part of the reason- 
be found in the tendency of the Japan church to leave 
angelism in the hands of ministers and missionaries. Recalling 
essentialiy lay-Christian quality of the church of the book 
Acts, Dr. Jones asked for a recommitment to the essential work 
’ the Church - the spreading of the Gospel. 


‘All Japan CHRISTIAN ASHnAM - "The Working of the Holy Spirit" 


For four days this mcnth-. one hundred people from this title 
d Status conscious nation dropped both titles and family names 
: @ used each others personal names as a symbol of their brother- 
hood under God. 


BS Under the leadership of Dr. Jones, the first Christian Ashram 
in Japan was held Feb. 7-10. An hour of labor each day, a constant 
rrayer watch in a special room cf prayer, talks vy the leader, 
riods of group meditation and Sharing led ninety four partici- 
ants to sign a covenant of dedication to each other and God. 

"The working of the Holy Spirit" was felt as they thought about 
“What is Complete Surrender" (the two themes of the Ashram). 

g /Dr. Ebisawa, General Secretary of the NCC, felt that this was 
@ unique experience, quite different fron usual conferences or 
treats. He said that the participants returned “0 their com- 
ities to work for the Centenary hiovement in Japan with a holy 

e in their hearts. 


LD DAY OF PRAYER - Friday, February 25 


The Church in Japan will be one of the first countries to par- 
ipate in the world Day of Prayer. As the sun rises on Japan, it 
i find three united meetings of praver in Tokyo and other united 
tings all over the nation. some of the services will be pbilin- 


3 ‘Those wishing to obtain copies of the service in inplish may 
20 yen per copy. Copies in Japanese 
Ss > yen anda guide Phiber for leaders may be- obtained free of 
fee. Ihe theme is "Abide in Me" using the passage from John 15:2. 


iy : sending weer goods to Japan 
election of the love of God. This iove has been accepted 
fis being reflected here in a growires spirit of Sharing. 

> Christians are beginning to oO realize t their social respon- 

eto those in-_need both in Japan and in other hard pressed 

Peeeo Hey. Kentaro Buma, Associate virector of the-Japan 

al Christian Service Conmittee, 


that in aieion” Pe the 209 wales of clothing, 20 
ans or: vitamins that have been contributed, financed 


projects for those in neod 
as even sent goats and rabbits for those in need 


cl WER on an has earbied on relief 
Japan and 


st. October 80% of the town of Iwanai in Hokkaido was burned 
the ground. Fortunately t the one small strugzling Christian Chure 
spared and immediately became the center for physical and Bp 
help tor suffering people. Church groups and Christian schools 
Over Japan sent 237 packages of clothing and supplies to be ad- 
stered through this small church to those in need. ‘Through such 
ainistry the meaning of Christian love and concern was dramatized 
© both the donors and the recipients 


’ This winter, thousands of unemployed miners ani their families 

Aa themselves in complete destitution. As a result of the apneal 
the Japan International Christian Service Committee, 19 Christian 

mOolS in the Yokohama-Tokyo area chantielled sone 341 ‘bales _ of 

jet clothing, school supplies, and ¥150,000 throush the Committee 
its local branches in Kyushu and Sendai. 


Looking beyond the shorescf the Japanese islands, Christians 
€@ have been moved by the tragic suffering in Korea and have been 
®d to gather the money to purchase and ship 31 goats and 33 
bits. this gesture of love is particularly significant in view 
wthe historic tensions which nave existed between these two 
fries. 4 


tea Carrying further the theme of internatinnal concern, the Com- 
ittee has been the mediating agency which has helped 75 White 
ssians flee from Red China and find a haven in Japan. The Com- 
se@, With the approval and cooperation of the World Council of 
ches Department of Inter-church Aid and Service to amg een 
investigating means of encouraging and minister in ng to Japanese 
mts who seek to settle in those countries wich are “we lcomie 


DELEGATES TO ASIA CONFERENCE on mass communications 


The Audio-Visual Aids Vommission of the National Christian 

of Japan{AVACO) is sending three delegates to the Ail Asia 
mee on Mass Communications to be held at Bangkok, March 2-8, 
mgates are Bishop T. Takasa, of the Japanese Episcopal Church, 
irman of AVACO's Board; Mr. mathew Ogawa, AVACO Secretary; and 

. Vern Kossman, Associate secretary. Mrs. Rossman will also ac- 
any the group as an observer. 


e Bangkok Vonference will be COr.pos sed of delegations o* audios 
education and ragio specialists from varicus Asiatic co an tri 3S, 
Purposes of the meeting are to examine the producticss of 
Ountries, exchange ideas and materials, and discuss how better 
$@ in these: fields in the,future. AVACO delegates will carnpy 
mple radio programs, films, film strips, kamishibve AL) pups 
other materials produced in Japan. 


awa has been honored by being chosen as one of the five 

ere. He will present the report “nd lead dig squestens en 

3 ining", On his way back to Japan vy, Ogawa will dirset a 
g, together with leaders from india end the 


